
One-Stop Shop
Chicago Debates Volunteers

Contact: Lauren Hince
Volunteer and Outreach Manager

lhince@chicagodebates.org

Note: This document is a compilation of all resources and information provided for volunteers.
By no means do you need to read everything linked here. This is meant to be a helpful and easy
to navigate resource and will be continually updated with the most relevant information. Reach

out to Lauren if any of the links are broken or restricted.

Resource Category Resource Details and Additional Links

Getting Started

Volunteer Application ● Volunteer Application must be completed every year before
you can register for a tournament

Tournament Sign-up ● All tournaments will be listed on this page. If you do not see
a tournament listed it the tournament is either full or yet to
be posted. Reach out to Lauren if you don’t see what
you’re looking for.

● When registering for the tournament you will do it on a per
round basis. You will select how many rounds you’d like to
judge when registering for a tournament. This will make up
your volunteer shift. Rounds/shifts range from one to two
hours.

Tournament Calendar ● Tournament calendar for the 2022-23 season.
● Subject to change. Locations for in-person tournaments will

be added as they are confirmed
● If a tournament will be entirely remote, the site will be listed

as virtual

Background Check ● To volunteer with Chicago Debates you must have an
active background check on file. You can submit your
background check for Chicago Debates through this link.
Chicago Debates will cover the cost of the background
check.

Payment Forms ● W9: You must submit a W9 once per season in order to
receive payment. This only needs to be sent in once a
school year.

● Optional Direct Deposit: If you are over 18 and would like to
receive direct deposit payment for your stipend, you will
need to complete this authorization form

● Stipend Form: After a tournament is complete you will need

mailto:lhince@chicagodebates.org
https://chicago-debates.volunteerlocal.com/volunteer/?id=57168
https://chicago-debates.volunteerlocal.com
https://docs.google.com/document/d/17nX81MWuBqLHlNX6IHFJXXheHP0juayLWFUd3jZDf84/edit?usp=sharing
https://app.sterlingvolunteers.com/promoorder/fbda165a-f156-4421-a327-c841ab58fe17
https://drive.google.com/file/d/13AwO_ICrKhOIiPGzcIfBQAf1x6k1JlQs/view?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1O-HD02avdRLf8E6N0ETVIUIk5fUKBAkU/view?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1-sGdAiTMWFLjP0YRq-7d2azcwGVjl0TG/view?usp=sharing


to submit this form in order to receive payments. Stipends
are opt in only. You will not automatically receive payment
unless you request it via this form. Any stipend not
collected is considered a donation back to the organization.

Code of Conduct ● By volunteering with Chicago Debates, you agree to uphold
the volunteer guidelines as outlined in the code of conduct.

Available Volunteer
Opportunities

● All available volunteer roles at Chicago Debates. Some
require previous debate experience.

● Community Coach Application

Training Resources

Google Classroom
Course

● Anyone new to judging policy debate (including current
debaters) will need to complete our self-paced new
volunteer training before they can officially volunteer.

● If you need a transcript of the materials or are having
issues accessing the course, reach out to
lhince@chicagodebates.org.

Tabroom Training ● Navigating the online balloting platform we’ll use on
tournament day

● Set-up Guide
● E-Balloting Guide

Flowing Training ● Flowing is a system of note-taking in debate. Learning this
skill will help keep your notes organized and make
decisions easier.

● Flowing Training Deck
● Flowing template for Policy
● Flowing template for Public Forum

Tournament Resources

Virtual Tournament
Guide

● Virtual tournaments are run on Zoom. This guide will show
you how to navigate a virtual debate tournament.

2022-23 Policy
Resolution Guide

● Overview on the policy debate topic for the 2022-23
season. Note: there are variations on the resolution
depending on the grade level.

Judges Guide ● Everything you need to know about being a good debate
judge and volunteer. Reference this for material that was
also covered in training.

FAQ ● Common questions for new volunteers as well as common
questions surrounding tournaments.

Tournament Policies ● Policies to be aware of as a judge that are specific to

https://docs.google.com/document/d/1KSTB18mb3bmftPrUeCSHWKGT8UE2VrBR/edit?usp=sharing&ouid=110550679684468161081&rtpof=true&sd=true
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1u9JpkiNQiARc6qTLb6CJ2Jm-WYhECbhV4VKBZTTlboE/edit?usp=sharing
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1u9JpkiNQiARc6qTLb6CJ2Jm-WYhECbhV4VKBZTTlboE/edit?usp=sharing
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSdQ9fr1iLATQMM8xPwG7okg8FttBY4RXhey3bPGtLHva_m3AA/viewform?usp=sf_link
https://classroom.google.com/c/NDk3ODIzNzQzNTEz?cjc=ebpvijk
https://classroom.google.com/c/NDk3ODIzNzQzNTEz?cjc=ebpvijk
mailto:lhince@chicagodebates.org
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1GFYI-egPl3qs9AdtOrdn6Y6Qhz1yV-21/view?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1td6OEnogwMt7OHNNiTZ4rL5RfQlN19Ah/view?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/file/d/16UFV74YEMVVKaUlly5NDlo__-sBLVN-t/view?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1jaQAa4bUQ_6JXqaQRYr0MLo-mh092nSE/view?usp=sharing
https://docs.google.com/presentation/d/1mLGXFggVMO3vHgjlEGwvciFGZEx3KGBMDztts9IiMEE/edit?usp=sharing
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1jSO18l7esZ-GiIGPrXF86_6ldgoRm0di/edit?usp=sharing&ouid=110550679684468161081&rtpof=true&sd=true
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1c3zYfFgAbTH-Kl-qENZ9Gwnsumwmk90T/edit?usp=sharing&ouid=110550679684468161081&rtpof=true&sd=true
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1t5OjNxvFbBRrAltzWEw5IKIZYEwz0cAD/view?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1t5OjNxvFbBRrAltzWEw5IKIZYEwz0cAD/view?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1DJH4S2LCFK4Qj8DRcuLYkl0tHvfjt7Iq/view?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1DJH4S2LCFK4Qj8DRcuLYkl0tHvfjt7Iq/view?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1WxCKk9w9OD5je2hm_bskVpfX8ItSFXqQ/view?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/file/d/18JrEJqA9zT-oGKVBbKByGgNWC8uwEGDN/view?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1WAZh-2TvtOiSNmVfQrUZho6K4xLz-SYC/view?usp=sharing


Chicago Debates.

Speech Order and
Times

● Guides for the order, times, and purpose of each speech in
a debate round. Make sure you select the right guide.

○ High School Policy Speech Times
○ Middle School Policy Speech Times
○ Public Forum Speech Times

Policy Core Files ● A comprehensive evidence packet the students will use to
debate. As a judge you do not need to have read the core
files or come in with any outside knowledge on the topic.
This is included for your reference.

○ Middle School
○ High School

Policy Argument Limits ● Limitations on arguments and evidence students are able
to use from the core files. Limits are determined by
tournament are meant to help progress students through
the material.

○ Blue and Silver Conference
○ Red and Maroon Conference
○ Grant Park Conference
○ Lake Michigan and Chicago River Conference

Public Forum Guide ● Guide to Public Forum debate including speech order,
times, and goals of the round. Note: We do not flip for sides
in our league. Pro will always speak first and Con will
always speak second.

Tournament Checklist ● A list of items you should remember to pack before the
tournament.

https://drive.google.com/file/d/1UYzKTXHWdYEDpbAWvaxBbCfTbbLc8k0N/view?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1ByMVCs8zy7vrpbO3OAPrTC_DWlgE96uU/view?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1XZvWHr3kDyd3OvBFFs077qZ3gpU1HlQy/view?usp=sharing
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1T7iSoRO3qnYO-9iRN9zdV1vmyPIKQfgW/edit?usp=sharing&ouid=110550679684468161081&rtpof=true&sd=true
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1Wacl7rR85PjCkbi9OoTK3t4fPoU8e6XRDyDX6iyQM9k/edit?usp=sharing
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1X-93AuWg3OnxXdKpgnVcT1cGWSfB7_f8Nb09opaP0OE/edit?usp=sharing
https://docs.google.com/document/d/12GHQBjeWn8kERFMetR8a9KhnGhHPCs1BoZ1Kq_yKKn4/edit?usp=sharing
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1iiHti9i8_J9OyJVfR-SLXISoUqS2ReCIvajRaMCkHgE/edit?usp=sharing
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1ZZIAv53nWzzEQoW2dirhlcrbhDDKvRJuxnEHqVLmDds/edit?usp=sharing
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1x2nOwv9vB7nlo7c3ePYEGH0M7v_STwLucAimrO1pXkE/edit?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1b0mT92q7DhCv-QTugCeOQi1gQ5OjZZCu/view?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1pSMeWo_P--dqPRsHeP5PAkiU6SMKg2D8/view?usp=sharing

